Marginal zone lymphomas with plasmacytic differentiation and related disorders.
Marginal zone lymphomas of all types (nodal, splenic, and extranodal mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue [MALT]) may show plasmacytic differentiation. Distinguishing marginal zone lymphomas from other small B-cell lymphomas with plasmacytic differentiation, especially lymphoplasmacytic lymphoma, or from plasma cell neoplasms may be challenging. Marginal zone lymphomas with plasmacytic differentiation were discussed in 2 sessions of the 2009 Society for Hematopathology/European Association for Haematopathology Workshop. Session 4 focused on nodal marginal zone lymphomas, including cases exhibiting classic features and cases displaying atypical phenotypes. The difficulties of classification of cases with increased numbers of large cells were also discussed. Session 5 examined nonnodal marginal zone lymphomas and related entities, including splenic marginal zone lymphoma, MALT lymphoma, γ heavy chain disease, and cryoglobulin-associated lymphoproliferative disorders. These cases illustrate the importance of clinical data and, in some cases, phenotypic and cytogenetic findings in appropriately applying the 2008 World Health Organization criteria.